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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification sliall conclude witli one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 1-1 1 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

3. Claim 1 recites the limitation "said chassis" in line 3 of the claim. It is assumed 
that the claimed limitation is directed towards the "workstation chassis"; for the sake of 
clarity all elements must be called by the same term throughout. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

4. Claim 2 recites the limitation "the tub" in line 8 of the claim. It is assumed that the 
claimed limitation was intended to be directed towards the "self propelled tug". There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

5. Claim 4 recites the limitation "the roller table" in line 2 of the claim. It is assumed 
that the claimed limitation was intended to be directed towards the "roller conveyor". 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

6. With regards to claim 13, the limitation "presents a roller conveyor plane of 
between 180mm and 230mm." is unclear. The examiner was unable to ascertain what 
was intended by this limitation from the specification, specifically as to what a "conveyor 
plane" is. As such, this limitation will not be treated with respect to the prior art. 
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7. Claim 1 1 is not in the proper claim format and will therefore not be considered by 
the prior art. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

8. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described In a printed publication In this or a foreign country or In public 
use or on sale In this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent In the United 
States. 

9. Claims 1-4, 6, 8-10, 12-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as best 
understood as being anticipated by Anderson et al. (US 4,312,619). 

Anderson et al discloses a materials handling system comprising, a mobile work 
station, MDL, and a self propelled tug, AL, the mobile workstation having a roller 
conveyor 54 supported on a workstation chassis, the chassis having castors 22 
engageable with a floor and a tow bar, longitudinally extending portion of the chassis 20 
extending from at least one of a side or end of the chassis, the tug having a body 
mounted on at least three ground engageable wheels and a tow bar hitch 1 15 adapted 
to couple with the extended tow bar such that the rotary axis of at least one of the tug 
wheels is at least as close to the workstation chassis as the tow bar; the workstation 
wheels are all mounted to rotate on a single axis located at the side or end of the 
workstation chassis remote from the tow bar, the workstation chassis having ground 
engageable supports 44 towards the side or end near the tow bar and the tow bar hitch 
acting to lift the tow bar and hence the tow bar end of the chassis such that when free 
standing the workstation is braked by the ground engageable supports and engaged 
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with the floor, and when the tow hitch is coupled to the tow bar the ground engageable 
supports are raised clear of the ground so that the tub can propel the workstation 
supported on the wheels and castors; the tow bar is extensible from a position 
substantially flush with the side of the chassis; the roller conveyor includes a drive 
transmission to drive at least some of the rollers, the drive transmission having a drive 
coupling to co-operate with a corresponding drive coupling provided on the tug whereby 
the tug provides the power to drive the roller conveyor, via connection discussed at 
17:3-7; an elevating truck dock 26, the elevating truck dock having a drive coupling 
arranged to co-operate with the coupling of the mobile workstation to provide power to 
the roller conveyor; an elevating truck dock 106, the elevating truck dock comprising a 
free standing chassis 112 mounted on ground engaging wheels, of the tug, whereby the 
truck dock can be moved out of the way of an access door of a warehouse; the truck 
dock is provided with a floor mounted guide rail to guide the truck dock to move laterally 
in order to align a load with the truck bed of a truck when receiving or discharging the 
load; the truck dock includes an elevator assembly 108/1 10 supported by the truck dock 
chassis, the elevator assembly having a pair of parallel elevator beams extending one 
each to either side of a work station bay and having parts projecting laterally to engage 
beneath the sides of the chassis of a workstation driven into the work station bay; the 
roller conveyor having a transmission whereby power may be transmitted from a drive 
coupling to at least one of the rollers of the conveyor, the drive coupling being disposed 
on an end or side of the mobile workstation to engage with a complementary drive 
coupling provided on the tug so that when coupled to the tug the roller conveyor can be 
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powered to power a load on to or off of the workstation, see 17:3-7; tine cliassis 
comprising elongate side members connected at each end by laterally extending end 
members and a plurality of laterally extending strengthening beams extending between 
the side members at longitudinally spaced intervals which support an overlying roller 
conveyor, the workstation can support loads of between 5 and 9 metric tones, 1 :39-54. 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 0. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1 1 . Claims 5 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Anderson et al. (US 4,312,619) in viewof Axmann (US 6,253,910). 

Anderson discloses a power coupling via a hydraulic system and therefore fails 
to disclose the power coupling via a friction drive roller. However, Axmann 
discloses the use of transferring power via a friction drive roller 135 (figure 10), 
since both are well known means to transfer mechanical power, it would have 
been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art to use Axmann's friction 
wheel in place of the hydraulic system as a mere change in known power 
transmission means. 

Conclusion 

1 2. The prior art made of record and not relied upon, but is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure can be found on the attached PTO-892. 



Application/Control Number: 10/573,325 Page 6 

Art Unit: 3652 

Any inquiry concerning tliis communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JOSHUA I. RUDAWITZ whose telephone number is 
(571)272-7856. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 7:30 A.M. 
-5:00 P.M.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Saul Rodriguez can be reached on 571-272-7097. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 

USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 

system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/J. I. R./ /Saul J. Rodriguez/ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3652 Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 

Unit 3652 



